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LIVE UNITEDTM
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

April 24, 2009
DO NOT RELEASE UNTIL FRIDAY APRIL 24!!!!!!!
For more information, contact:

Peter Theisen, United Way of Whatcom County, ptheisen@unitedwaywhatcom.org, (360)733-8670

Rich Emerson, United Way of Whatcom County, remerson@unitedwaywhatcom.org, (360)733-8670
Local Businesses Join United Way of Whatcom County to Celebrate Record Campaign Results
###

After a successful 2008 fundraising campaign, United Way of Whatcom County honored supporters in celebration of giving a monumental record of $2,082,000 in contributions – the largest amount of funds ever raised by the agency! 

Award nominees and campaign supporters gathered for the 2008 Campaign Celebration and Awards Banquet held Thursday, April 23 at the Best Western Lakeway Inn. Guests enjoyed a night of dinner, recognition, and a presentation from keynote speaker Henry Beeland, President and CEO of Evergreen Team Concepts.
BP Cherry Point Refinery, the largest refinery in Washington state, was the top contributor this year with approximately $390,000 in contributions. The refinery was the recipient of two awards – the Leadership Giving Award and Coordinator of the Year for its Employee Campaign Coordinator Team. Despite tough economic times, the refinery celebrated a $28,000 increase over last year’s campaign.
“Giving makes for a healthier community and it’s a phenomenon that is well supported in Whatcom County,” Rich Emerson, campaign director for United Way of Whatcom County, said. “I think it was an exceptional achievement this year by a lot of people.  Our community really stepped up to the plate to show strength and solidarity during this hard economic time.”

The purpose of the two-month long campaign that took place last fall is to raise money for the Community Safety Net, which is a fund that is overseen by a diverse group of 60 local volunteers who review programs and make funding decisions based on: the agency’s use of allocated funds, assurance that funding meets real community needs, and that the programs deliver long term measurable results. About 17% of United Way of Whatcom County donors choose to designate their gifts to the charity of their choice, and about 83% of the funds are contributed to the Safety Net funding and will be allocated to over 50 programs at United Way of Whatcom County Partner Agencies. 
“One in every four people in the county will depend on services from our Partner Agencies next year for food and shelter, child care, medical assistance, domestic violence and child abuse help,” Peter Theisen, president of United Way of Whatcom County, said. “One-fourth of the population is going to be helped because of the contributions to United Way of Whatcom County.” 

Other award winners include Olsen Auto Body, Comcast, Whatcom Educational Credit Union, Samson Rope, St. Joseph Hospital & PeaceHealth Medical Group, Whatcom Transportation Authority and Bayshore Janitorial. 

United Way of Whatcom County has worked for over 50 years to increase financial resources for local health and human service needs, and to seek and invest in community-building opportunities to improve the health and welfare of Whatcom County residents.
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