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Largest-ever amount of Federal aid Granted to Local Emergency Food and Shelter Programs
The Emergency Food and Shelter Program, administered by United Way of Whatcom County, approved $129,438 in much needed federal grants to supplement emergency food and shelter programs of local non-profit agencies, marking the largest amount that has ever been granted through this program. 
The Bellingham Food Bank, The Opportunity Council, The Salvation Army, Womencare Shelter and the YWCA were the local agencies who were granted funding when the local Emergency Food and Shelter  Program Board met Feb. 18. The Board determined how the funds were awarded and distributed to Whatcom County emergency food and shelter programs run by local service organizations.  
Peter Theisen, president of United Way of Whatcom County and chair of the local board said that even though most applicants are consistent from year to year, sometimes new programs or agencies will also apply.  Any local non-profit or government agency with qualifying programs can apply for the grants and the amounts approved can range anywhere from $10,000 to $52,000.

“The big difference this year was the decision to increase funding by 25 percent, which was decided at a national level,” he said. “With higher unemployment rates in Whatcom County than in previous years, more money became available for our community.”

Theisen said the five agencies chosen most closely fit the eligibility criteria, having the capacity to provide the services quickly and efficiently. The disbursed grants will be used specifically for emergency food and shelter assistance, including groceries for food banks, funding motel vouchers, covering  costs for mass shelters like the YWCA as well as helping agencies like the Salvation Army assist families facing eviction threats.
“The idea of this program is that it is quicker and less costly to have local volunteers administer the grants than having Federal government agencies administer them,” Theisen said. 

United Way of Whatcom County has worked for over 50 years to increase financial resources for local health and human service needs, and to seek and invest in community-building opportunities to improve the health and welfare of Whatcom County residents.
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