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United Ways of Washington will focus on Education, Income and Health in 2009 Legislative Agenda

United Ways of Washington is calling on the state legislature to secure funding for programs focused on Early Learning, children’s health care and 2-1-1, outlined in its 2009 Legislative Agenda.

United Ways across the state create opportunities on a local scale, by producing the building blocks for a good life. Given that the foundation of these building blocks is access to education, income and health, United Ways are focusing their advocacy efforts on promoting and protecting early learning through childhood education, ensuring access to health care for children, and maintaining 2-1-1, a helpful resource available to people facing hard times in all 39 counties across the state.

2-1-1 is an easy to remember telephone number that, where available, connects people with health and human services information and resources in their local communities. People throughout the state can call 2-1-1 for information about local transportation, employment options, professional and personal development, and financial assistance. When you call 2-1-1, you connect with a nationally-accredited call center that is part of a nationwide 2-1-1 network, started in Atlanta, Georgia, and now serves over 70 percent of the US population. 
President of United Way of Whatcom County Peter Theisen explained that in the midst of these difficult economic times, 2-1-1 has reported receiving record-breaking amounts of callers seeking financial assistance, with many seeking help for the first time in their lives. 

 “I think the economy is the main driver behind the record-breaking amounts of first-time callers,” Theisen said. “People have been laid off or downsized, and it’s all new to them and they don’t know where to turn.”

The 2009 agenda also holds the position on strengthening the state’s Early Learning system to support restoration of funding professional development, home visiting, and Washington’s Cover All Kids law. The proposed budget cuts call for eliminating and suspending funding in certain areas of childhood education and healthcare access. Theisen said if these budget cuts go into place, there will be significant impacts in the longer term.
“We are advocating to maintain support for some very important state programs” he said. “There is a cost to provide these programs, but the cost of not providing these services is much greater over time as social issues are not resolved.”

United Way of Whatcom County has worked for over 50 years to increase financial resources for local health and human service needs, and to seek and invest in community-building opportunities to improve the health and welfare of Whatcom County residents.

The United Ways of Washington is the voice of Washington’s 27 local and independent United Ways.
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