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United Way of Whatcom County Welcomes New Board Members
Bellingham---United Way of Whatcom County Board of Directors welcomed three new members at its June 26 meeting.  Scott Corzine, Cindy Klein, and Corey Chaplin were all unanimously voted on to the Board.   An orientation for the new directors is set for July and  will help them learn about the organization, programs, and structure as well as provide an opportunity to visit several of the Partner Agencies (the 32 non-profit agencies that receive funding from United Way of Whatcom County).

“We expect all members of our Board of Directors to provide vision and leadership to our organization,” Peter Theisen, President of United Way of Whatcom County, said. “We also appreciate the variety of skills that they bring from their professions to help our mission, it is truly an asset for our organization to have such dedicated individuals.”
Scott Corzine, a Major Account Executive for Puget Sound Energy, has been involved in United Way before as a Loaned Executive from Puget Sound Energy in 1990, the first year United Way of Whatcom County raised over $1 million. 
“We’re excited that Corzine will be bringing with him a deep passion for fundraising, as our organization relies strongly on the board for support in this area,” Theisen said.

Although new to the Bellingham area, Cindy Klein brings years of experience from her participation with United Way in West Virginia. There Klein not only served as Chairman of the Board but also dedicated her time to multiple committees.  Klein said she is looking forward to bringing larger exposure to the Partner Agencies and is excited to learn more about them in the process of becoming a better advocate.
With Klein’s vast experience in other United Ways, Theisen said she will bring a great variety of knowledge and ideas to help United Way of Whatcom County think outside the box.

Corey Chaplin, Manager of Projects at CH2M Hill, is a long-time contributor to United Way and said he is anxious to help continue the vital role United Way of Whatcom County plays in our community. 
“Chaplin has been a strong contributor for many years,” Theisen said. “We are happy to have his management skills and commitment to the cause.”
Chaplin has helped in previous United Way campaigns and said he has seen firsthand what the needs from the agencies are and is ready to offer strategic insights.
“All of them will bring new energy and new thinking to the work of the Board and we’re excited to have them joining our agency,” Theisen said.
United Way of Whatcom County also said goodbye to retiring directors Andy Bodman, professor at Western Washington University; David Boyer, Director of Operations for CH2M Hill; Stephen Omta, COO for St. Joseph Hospital/PeaceHealth; Ray Trzynka, Manager of Public Affairs for Puget Sound Energy; and Jim Wakefield, CEO of Anvil Corp. 
The Board of Directors comprises volunteer corporate and community leaders in Whatcom County, all of whom are committed to improving lives and building a strong community.
United Way of Whatcom County has worked for over 50 years to increase financial resources for local health and human service needs, and to seek and invest in community-building opportunities to improve the health and welfare of Whatcom County residents.
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