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United Way Begins Work on 2009 Fund Distribution Process
###

This spring the Fund Distribution Committee, a group of over 60 community volunteers, will embark on United Way of Whatcom County’s annual project of allocating funds to over 50 local human services programs at 32 non-profit Partner Agencies throughout Whatcom County.

Volunteers are separated into four panels which focus on different aspects of community needs. Panel categories include Youth and Families, Food and Shelter, Health and Wellness and Safety and Intervention. The allocated funds come from the United Way of Whatcom County Safety Net, a community built fund consisting of all undesignated United Way of Whatcom County donations.

Each panel will participate in Partner Agency site visits where they will meet staff, volunteers, and clients to learn about their programs and the benefits that result from them, as well as review financial budgets and statements of the United Way funded programs. These site visits will allow committee members to see the day-to-day operations of the agencies, first-hand.

 “The Fund Distribution Committee is beginning an important process to ensure that donated funds are very carefully allocated to programs that deliver results, that are cost effective, locally focused and guided by its own community members,” Peter Theisen, president of United Way of Whatcom County said. “The funding will ultimately reflect the interests of the community.”

Each member of the committee will volunteer about 25 hours of their time over the course of the spring to deliberate on dollar amounts to award the agencies’ programs.  Many of these volunteers work at local companies who have generously allowed their employees to use their time and involve themselves in this crucial community ownership process.   The 2009 Fund Distribution Committee will hold its kick-off orientation Thursday, April 9 and site visits will occur during May and June.

Pat Atkinson, Fund Distribution Committee Chair and Chair of the Agency Relations Committee, said the process is an eye-opening and really positive experience. “The process allows volunteers to see what the safety net is really like,” she said. “Members get to actually talk to staff members and see what goes on at other non-profit agencies. I would encourage anybody in the community to volunteer in the Fund Distribution process.”

Throughout May and June, each panel will meet and decide what to award the agencies as well as rank each program by importance according to relevancy and need within the community. The committee will come to a conclusion for the recommendation of all grants to be awarded at the United Way of Whatcom County Board of Directors Meeting on June 25. 

United Way of Whatcom County has worked for over 50 years to increase financial resources for local health and human service needs, and to seek and invest in community-building opportunities to improve the health and welfare of Whatcom County residents. 
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