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United Way of Whatcom County President Assumes Chair Position For State-Wide Board
Peter Theisen, president of the United Way of Whatcom County, has been appointed Chair of the United Ways of Washington (UWWA) for a one year term starting in November 2008. 27 local United Ways combine to create the United Ways of Washington, with its Board of Directors made up of the executive directors of each local United Way. 

Theisen’s peers on the UWWA board elected him to the position, UWWA President Erica Hallock said.  Theisen, who was the 2007-08 UWWA Vice Chair, replaces current UWWA chair Pam Toal, Executive Director of United Way of Thurston County.  
“[The chair position] is a great opportunity to look at the big picture,” Toal said.  “It’s not just about how I can help my local community through our local efforts, but also how I can help my community through statewide efforts.

The primary mission of UWWA is to assist and benefit United Way member organizations on matters of regional and statewide significance and to help United Way member organizations accomplish their mission of helping people care for one another in their communities.

Toal said that having an UWWA Executive Director supplemented by a board consisting of local United Way directors allows the United Way to create more impact in individual communities as well as maintaining a state-wide effort. 
 “[Board members] know the United Way mission.  We live and breathe it every day,” Toal said.  “It’s a very powerful experience to be able to meet quarterly and share all of our individual resources and insights.”
Theisen will bring his strength, calm demeanor and the experience of leading a smaller sized United Way to the position, Toal said.  
“Peter will bring his insight from directing a smaller United Way and be able to utilize that as chair,” Toal said.  “Peter is also good at reminding us that we need to continue to focus on fund development.  We sometimes focus on our community impact, but it’s also important to remember that we need to continue to raise dollars in an ever-changing philanthropic landscape.”

Theisen will serve as the face of the United Way for Washington State, Hallock said.  In addition to attending United Way functions and working with Hallock to improve the United Way on both local and state-wide levels, Theisen will also be working in Olympia with social services legislation.  
Theisen has held leadership positions with United Way of Whatcom County for 16 years and has served as its President for the past 4 years.
United Way of Whatcom County has worked for over 50 years to increase financial resources for local health and human service needs, and to seek and invest in community-building opportunities to improve the health and welfare of Whatcom County residents.

