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United Way of Whatcom County Helps Families Cover Prescription Costs
Bellingham—If a person doesn’t have health insurance, or is in need of medicine not covered by their insurance plan, the FamilyWize prescription drug discount card being distributed by United Way of Whatcom County could lower the cost of their medicine by an average of 30 percent or more. 
United Way of Whatcom County is providing these cards free-of-charge to everyone in the community. There are no age restrictions, no income restrictions, no limit on how many times the card can be used, no registration or enrollment, and no waiting to get a card. People who have no prescription coverage, need medications not covered by their insurance, or have Medicare, Medicaid or Veterans Assistance benefits, can use these cards.
"Healthcare costs are one of the top concerns for people in our community,” said Peter Theisen, President of the United Way of Whatcom County.  “The FamilyWize prescription drug discount cards will help individuals and families who otherwise could not afford to buy the medicine they need.  Too many people have insufficient coverage.”
Forty percent of adults don’t buy the medicine they need, have difficulty affording it or reduce the required dosage because of the high cost, according to a survey in March 2008 by USA Today, the Kaiser Family Foundation, and the Harvard School of Public Health.

United Way of Whatcom County has joined more than 800 United Ways in all 50 states to save a total of over $50 million in the next year on the cost of prescription medicines. So far, more than 12 million cards have been distributed.  

People with Internet access can go to www.FamilyWize.org to print a card, look up drug prices, and get a list of participating pharmacies. Many of the participating local pharmacies will also have cards available for customers and the public at all of their locations. Local agencies and businesses can get cards to display by calling United Way Whatcom County at (360) 733-8670.
FamilyWize cards can be obtained from United Way of Whatcom County partner and affiliate agencies such as Womencare Shelter and Domestic Violence Services, Bellingham Childcare and Learning Center, Catholic Community Services Northwest, Brigid Collins Family Support Center, Evergreen Aids, YWCA, Bellingham Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom County, Opportunity Council, Whatcom County Council on Aging, Max Higbee Center, Big Brothers Big Sisters, Northwest Regional Council, and Interfaith Community Health Center. 
The FamilyWize cards are accepted at Costco, Cost Cutter, Fairhaven United Drugs, Food Pavilion, Fountain Drug, Fred Meyer, Haggen, Hoagland Pharmacy, Nooksack Valley Drug, Rite Aid, Safeway, Sumas Drug, Target, Walgreens and Walmart.  Most pharmacies here and throughout the United States accept the FamilyWize prescription drug discount cards.

“We hope everyone in the community will take the time to thank their pharmacist, United Way of Whatcom County, and everyone else involved for the difference they are making in the lives of so many people in the community,” said Dan Barnes, Co-Chair of the FamilyWize Community Service Partnership. 

The participating pharmacies in the community have agreed voluntarily to accept the FamilyWize cards and provide these savings to people in need. Brown Printing, Independent Graphics and Rob-Win Press of greater Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania donate the printing for the cards, Sappi Fine Paper provides some of the paper, FedEx Express donates the shipping of the cards and the pharmacy benefit manager provides a portion of the processing fee to cover the administrative costs.  United Way of Whatcom County is coordinating the distribution of the cards locally.
“It’s truly amazing what we can accomplish when we all work together. So many people and organizations have joined together to make this possible,” Theisen said.
United Way of Whatcom County has worked for over 50 years to increase financial resources for local health and human service needs, and to seek and invest in community-building opportunities to improve the health and welfare of Whatcom County residents.
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