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Whatcom County Residents Show Charitable Support During Hard Economic Times
Even in the midst of tough economic times, the United Way of Whatcom County is excited to report that the Whatcom County community has responded generously to their 2008 campaign, recognizing that supporting social services and programs is even more necessary when times are hard.
“Local businesses are really rising up to the occasion,” United Way of Whatcom County Campaign Director Richard Emerson said.  “People seem to be not only giving, but also putting a tremendous amount of effort into encouraging their colleagues to give.”

Several organizations have already surpassed their total contribution from the 2007 campaign.  BP Cherry Point Refinery is already up significantly from the prior year, while the Whatcom Transit Authority has nearly doubled their 2007 amount.  

Emerson said more individuals are choosing to get involved this year.  Some businesses have reached 100 percent employee campaign participation, such as Bayshore Janitorial, located at the BP Cherry Point Refinery. “All 24 Bayshore employees have donated to the United Way campaign this year”, Emerson said.      

Emerson said there has also been a good response from organizations conducting their first ever United Way campaign.  “They’ve been showing some really positive support,” Emerson said.  “The new businesses have been really impressive.”  
The 2008 campaign goal of $2.2 million is a 6% increase over the record total raised in 2007. Contributions in 2007 came from more than 330 businesses and organizations and 6,000 individuals. 

This year, Fire Chief Bill Boyd has been chosen as the 2008 Campaign Chair, and a total of nine United Way campaign executives are conducting the campaign.  The campaign is dependent upon a group of over 350 volunteers at local businesses and organizations who give their time to work on this massive effort.

United Way of Whatcom County has worked for over 50 years to increase financial resources for local health and human service needs, and to seek and invest in community-building opportunities to improve the health and welfare of Whatcom County residents.
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