[image: image1.jpg]


LIVE UNITEDTM
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

News Release 2009
October 15, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact:

Peter Theisen, United Way of Whatcom County, ptheisen@unitedwaywhatcom.org, (360)733-8670

Federal Funds Available to Local Emergency Food and Shelter Providers
Bellingham ( Whatcom County will receive federal funds to supplement emergency food and shelter programs of non-profit and government agencies during the coming year.

Public or private organizations interested in applying for Emergency Food and Shelter Program funds are required to attend a Technical Assistance Meeting which will be held on October 21 at 9:30 AM at the Opportunity Council, 1111 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham.  To register for the meeting, contact United Way at 360-733-8670.
Completed applications are due by Nov. 13, 2009 at United Way of Whatcom County 1511 Cornwall Ave Bellingham.  Please submit the original and eight copies.
Under terms of the federal grant, local organizations chosen to receive funds must: 1) be private voluntary non-profits or units of government, 2) have an accounting system, 3) practice non-discrimination, 4) have demonstrated the capacity to deliver emergency food and/or shelter programs, and 5) if they are a private voluntary organization, they must have a voluntary board.  Qualifying organizations are urged to apply.

The total amount of funds awarded to Whatcom County will be determined in November, but could range from $65,000 to $100,000.  With fewer sources available for funds,  this is truly a great opportunity for organizations to supplement their food and shelter program needs.
A Local Board will determine how the funds awarded in Whatcom County are to be distributed among the emergency food and shelter programs run by local service organizations.  The Local Board is responsible for recommending agencies to receive these funds and any additional funds available under this program.
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