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United Way of Whatcom County Announces 2009 Campaign Goal
Bellingham---Ken Marzocco,CH2M HILL President and 2009 United Way of Whatcom County Campaign Chair, announced the 2009 campaign goal of $2.25 million dollars.
“United Way of Whatcom County Board of Directors decided on this goal given the strength of our community,” Marzocco said. “Our community members have shown over and over again their willingness to give and support this wonderful place we call home” 
The goal was announced at United Way of Whatcom County’s Campaign Kick-Off Luncheon, which was a sold-out event with almost 300 guests including local business and non-profit leaders. 
At the event, Peter Theisen, President of United Way of Whatcom County, spoke about the strength of our community and the 2009 campaign theme, “Live United”.

The theme “Live United” is a call to action to all individuals in the community to give, advocate and volunteer – delivering lasting results and positive change by addressing the needs in Whatcom County. This is the second year with the “Live United” campaign theme.

“Our partner agencies are reporting record numbers of people seeking help, and the needs of our community are growing,” said Theisen. “But, this is a community that takes care of one another, and I’m confident that once again local people will rise to the challenge and make this the most successful campaign yet.”
Richard Emerson, United Way of Whatcom County’s Campaign Director, introduced the 2009 Campaign Executives, Carol Bird-Terrell, Kristi Birkeland, John Mills, Carol Nicolay, James Policar and Greg Wegrich.  These individuals will be working tirelessly with hundreds of local organizations to conduct successful work-place giving campaigns. 
United Way of Whatcom County Campaign Executives are made possible by these generous sponsors: BP Cherry Point Refinery, St. Joseph Hospital/PeaceHealth, Matrix Services, People’s Bank, Samson Rope Technologies and Puget Sound Energy.
BP Cherry Point Refinery is the title sponsor for United Way of Whatcom County 2009 Campaign. Table sponsors at the luncheon included: ConocoPhillips, IBEW Local 191, North Coast Credit Union, Samson Rope Technologies, St. Joseph Hospital/PeaceHealth, Unity Group and Whatcom Educational Credit Union.
The Kick-Off luncheon was made possible by generous in-kind support from Hilltop Restaurant and Catering, Courtyard Gardens, Towner Press Inc. and St. Joseph Hospital/PeaceHealth.

United Way of Whatcom County has worked for over 50 years to increase financial resources for local health and human service needs, and to seek and invest in community-building opportunities to improve the health and welfare of Whatcom County residents.
