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United Way of Whatcom County Gives Over $1 million to More Than 40 local Programs
BELLINGHAM, Washington- More than 50 community members volunteered their time on the United Way of Whatcom County’s Fund Distribution Committee, a group responsible for allocating over $1 million to more than 40 local  programs.
Funds were allocated to programs at 30 agencies within four key areas: food and shelter, health and wellness, safety and abuse prevention, and youth and families. The Fund Distribution Committee reviewed program grant applications, analyzed budgets, conducted site visits, and dedicated hundreds of hours to ensure all funds were allocated to well run programs that are meeting the most important community needs.
“Committee members are very passionate during these discussions, they take this job very seriously,” Pat Atkinson, Fund Distribution Committee Chair, said. “This year was a tough discussion, but it is the work of these volunteers and United Way that make Whatcom County the place where we all want to live.”
With the current community needs, food and shelter programs received the majority of funds, about 31 percent, with the other areas not falling far behind. According to Atkinson the reason for this is because of the current economic situation, the need for food and shelter continues to increase every year.  The Bellingham Food Bank, a recipient of United Way funds, has seen an increase in clients three years in a row.
“When times get hard, people are forced to make tough decisions, whether to pay for medicine, rent, get the car fixed or buy groceries.  It seems that cutting back on groceries is often the first choice,” Mike Cohen, executive director of the Bellingham Food Bank, said.
The impact of stress on families and their children during this economic hardship has also had an effect on the community. Many parents are finding themselves without work or have had cutbacks at work, making it difficult to afford the childcare they need. The Bellingham Childcare and Learning Center received United Way funds in support of their affordable childcare program.
“The availability of quality, accessible and affordable childcare is essential to the success of families today,” said Karen Ekdahl, Executive Director of Bellingham Childcare and Learning Center. “I cannot thank United Way enough for being such a committed partner in our mission from the beginning.”
Access to dental care is another top need here in Whatcom County, and United Way is focusing on a solution by funding the Dental Access Program at Interfaith Community Health Center.
“Even though this is an Interfaith run program, it really is a whole community effort,” said Gib Clarke, Development Director at Interfaith Community Health Center. “Staff is provided by volunteer dental professionals from all over Whatcom County and funding is provided by United Way and the Washington Dental Service Foundation.”
Despite an increase in demand for the services provided by United Way funded programs, the community continues to show their support and their willingness to give time to help their fellow residents.
“I’m proud of our community,” said Peter Theisen, President of United Way Whatcom County. “To show that they can step up and volunteer or give during a rough time such as this is a sign that people care deeply about their neighbors and the entire community.”

United Way of Whatcom County has worked for over 50 years to increase financial resources for local health and human service needs, and to seek and invest in community-building opportunities to improve the health and welfare of Whatcom County residents.
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