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Thanks to the support and creative thinking from Washington Federal Bank, three leading
philanthropic organizations in Whatcom County will co-locate in the Bank’s Bellingham regional
headquarters this fall.
United Way of Whatcom County, Chuckanut Health Foundation (CHF) and Whatcom Community
Foundation (WCF) will move into the 4400+ squarefoot Whatcom Center for Philanthropy,
sharing the second floor of the downtown Washington Federal location at 1500 Cornwall
Avenue later this fall.
“Washington Federal has demonstrated consistent and committed support for community
nonprofits”, according to Peter Theisen, President of United Way of Whatcom County. He
remarked “Washington Federal is a longstanding United Way partner: CEO, Roy Whitehead, is
on the United Way of King County Board of Directors, and served as their annual campaign chair
in 2011. When Tom Kenney, the Regional President for Northern Washington, took the idea to
the corporate office in Seattle they were eager to find a solution that works for everyone.”
Theisen added, “Thanks to Washington Federal Bank’s support, we are now able to invest a
greater portion of funds into community programs and initiatives.”
Renovations will begin soon. The space on Cornwall Avenue will be completely remodeled to
accommodate a suite of offices for each organization as well as common areas and shared
meeting space. Although the three organizations will continue to remain distinct with their own
focus and objectives, the synergy and collaboration potential by sharing space is a significant
benefit. The advantage of the bank’s generous rental rate means more funds will be available to
support the local community. The three community-based funders each work closely with local
donors, businesses and other partners to make a difference in Whatcom County.
Chuckanut Health Foundation Executive Director Sue Sharpe noted, “We already work closely as
funders. This is an extraordinary opportunity to build on our existing efforts and leverage our
resources to best support the health needs of Whatcom County. The community will benefit
from the Center in ways we haven’t even considered yet.”
“Washington Federal’s generosity sets the tone for this project,” said Whatcom Community
Foundation CEO Mauri Ingram. “The people who live in and care about our community fuel
everything we do. They make financial contributions, they volunteer and they think with us.”
Ingram added, “There’s an element of necessity to strengthening a community. What makes our
community a bit different is that we actually want to work together.”
“This is our home, too,” said Kenney. “In the banking industry, we know how important trust is.
We have confidence in these three organizations and we’re excited to welcome them to their
new home.” Kenney added, “This was a great opportunity for us to further demonstrate our
commitment to Whatcom County by providing needed office space to create a hub for
community philanthropy.”
###

United Way of Whatcom County provides leadership that galvanizes and connects a diverse set
of individuals and institutions, and mobilizes human and financial resources, to create long-term
social change by advancing Education, Income, and Health for all. United Way of Whatcom
County’s goals for the community involve: helping children/youth achieve their potential
through academic success; ensuring individuals/families achieve financial stability and economic
independence; and building individuals who are healthy and avoid risky behaviors.
Chuckanut Health Foundation (formerly the St. Luke’s Foundation) is an independent health
foundation formed in 1983. It is the only organization in Whatcom County focused exclusively
on investing to strengthen and advance individual and community health. Over the last 30 years,
CHF has invested more than $16 million in hundreds of health-related programs, projects and
health education activities. CHF shares a bold vision of a community where every child gets a
healthy start and every person receives the care they need throughout their lifetime. We invest
today for a healthier tomorrow.
Whatcom Community Foundation ranks nationally as one of the most active grantmakers
among U.S. community foundations. This distinction celebrates the high percentage of assets
WCF grants each year to support important work in the community. WCF has invested more
than $19 million in building a strong, connected, resourceful community since being established
in 1996, including more than $4 million dollars in the last fiscal year. The Community
Foundation believes that giving here matters and they envision a community where every
person has the opportunity to live a healthy, productive life.
Washington Federal is a national bank that operates 252 offices in eight western states.
Established in 1917, Washington Federal provides consumer and commercial deposit accounts,
insurance products, financing for small to middle market businesses, commercial and consumer
real estate loans and home equity lines of credit. As of March 31, 2014, the Company reported
$14.4 billion in assets, $10.3 billion in deposits and $2.0 billion in stockholders’ equity.

